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GULF ENGLISH SCHOOL

GES VISION

“Our school seeks to provide a learning environment which is caring, motivating and
supportive allowing all cultures within GES community to achieve their personal best and
to become global citizens.”

GES MISSION

. Promote academic, social, physical and personal development in our students.

o Develop our students’ learning skills which will be of lifelong value.

J Encourage positive risk taking in our students.

. Develop creative skills and critical awareness in our students.

. Encourage our students to become aware of and act upon their responsibilities, not
only to themselves and their peers, but also to society in general.

. Foster within our students a healthy sense of self-esteem and self-awareness and
encourage respect and compassion for others.

e  Actively promote the preservation and protection of the natural world amongst all
students.

o Create programmes, assessments and experiences that serve to unite the school and
celebrate the distinctiveness of each campus community.
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GES VALUES
In line with our Mission and Vision statements, we at GES are all striving to be

Caring
Supportive
Responsible
Respectful

GES DEFINITION OF INTERNATIONALISM

Internationalism at GES encompasses global citizenship, conlict resolution, social
justice, values & perception, sustainable development, humanrights, interdependence
and diversity.

GES believes in relecting and celebrating the diverse backgrounds of its community
(students, staff and local community) within a safe and secure environment. All
members should be enriched and afirmed by this experience and be appropriate role
models for others.
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A member of the GES community:

Is knowledgeable of and curious about the wider world and seeks to broaden and
deepen their understanding of this.

Reflects upon his/her role and responsibility as a global citizen.

Is willing and able to communicate about culture, language and beliefs.

Is prepared to take action and to be an effective contributor.

Respects and celebrates diversity, language, culture and beliefs.

Appreciates multiple perspectives including environmental and economic systems
and current global issues.

This is shown by:

Partnership links with other organisations.

Twinned school and pen pals.

A service-learning programme that shows respect for and commitment to our host
country and the wider global community.

International awareness throughout the curriculum, allowing for students to share
and value each other’s international experiences and home languages.
International extension opportunities which include visits and exhibitions, learning
opportunities and competitions, personal development and challenges, higher
education offers from a range of international universities.

Community events which relect and celebrate a variety of cultures i.e. the school fair,
international week, celebration of the national days of our school nationalities, WWW,
Duke of Edinburgh Awards.
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GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

At The Gulf English School we adhere to the UNESCO definition of Global Citizenship which
is to empower learners to assume active roles to face and resolve global challenges and to
become proactive contributors to a more peaceful, tolerant, inclusive and secure world.
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GES is a privately own international school, as such it is governed by an independent
governing body with a representative from the holding company, the Managing Director
and the school leadership. The function of the governing body is one of oversight and
strategic planning.

The school is run by the Leadership Team. They are supported by an Extended Leadership
Team that represent the different areas of the school. Each school in turn has a Head
Teacher, Deputy Head and Year Group Leaders/Learning Coordinators and Subject Leaders.
The head and deputies in each of the schools look after the day to day running of the
school and are available to discuss or address any concern you might have. Parents are
encouraged to always speak to the class teachers in the first instance. If an issue is not
resolved or more clarity is required, the Deputy Heads are available. In all instances, the
Head Teachers are updated on meetings or issues raised and assist when any decisions are
to be made or direction is required. However, you are also welcome to request a meeting
with them at any point if you feel an issue needs their attention.

To assist parents in as many ways as possible, GES also has a Parent Liaison Officer who is
based in the Administration Office. The role is to assist parents with any queries they might
have and works very closely with all departments throughout the school.

Leadership Team members:

Executive Director

Head of Secondary

Head of Primary

Director of Studies

Extended Leadership Team members:

Deputy Heads of Secondary
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Deputy Head of Juniors
Deputy Head of Infants
Learning Support Coordinator
Head of Arabic

GES has a clearly defined leadership structure, more details of this can be found on the GES
website.
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WELCOME FROM THE DEPUTY HEADS OF JUNIORS

Dear Parents,

On behalf of all staff at the Junior School, it is our privilege to welcome you to The Gulf English
School. As a member of our school community, you will be made most welcome at our Junior School.
This handbook will hopefully help you to understand more about the school and how we strive to
provide a caring, motivating and supportive environment. At the centre of everything we do, is the
school’s vision and mission which guides us to provide the very best education for all of our pupils.

Children are taught by skilled, caring teaching staff, in an atmosphere conducive to effective learning
and teaching. Our aim is to provide a structured yet happy environment which allows a child to
progress and achieve the best they possibly can. We believe that learning should be enjoyable,
challenging and fun as this motivates pupils to be engaged in their school work. By encouraging all
children towards independent learning and making them knowledgeable about their own abilities
and development, we equip them with the necessary skills to develop good life-long learning habits.

Our school promotes the core values: caring, supportive, responsible and respectful. At GES, we
expect our pupils to work hard to adopt these values, both in class and around the school. We
encourage our pupils to display these values in their communication, relationships, behaviour and
attitudes. These values will enable children to become adults who can effectively contribute to their
own community as well as becoming responsible global citizens.

We strongly believe, that when we work in partnership to provide the right environment, students
are capable of extraordinary achievements. We look forward to celebrating such achievements at
GES throughout the school year.

Yours faithfully,
Gary Shaw
Deputy Heads of Juniors
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GULF ENGLISH SCHOOL
ADMISSION INFORMATION AND REQUIREMENTS

ADMISSIONS POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

The Gulf English School provides the UK national Curriculum, taught in the English language,
for eligible and qualiied students of all nationalities. Criteria for enrolment include age,
English language proiciency, previous school records, learning achievement, special learning
needs considerations, and availability of space.

New applicants should submit their previous school records a completed reference form
illed by the previous school prior to entrance testing.

Admissions testing will be completed for all students who apply to the school, except for
international Baccalaureate and AS-level students, provided that they have 5 or more A-C
IGCSEs or GCSEs. The admissions test includes a reading and maths assessment as well as a
writing sample. Testing will take place before any admissions decision is made.
Acceptance decisions may include full acceptance, conditional acceptance, or denial. Parents
will be notiied of the decision. Once a year group closes, a waiting list will be established.
Parents and students will be notiied should an opening become available. GES does not
accept any applications or testing if places are unavailable. GES does not accept students
with physical, emotional, or learning needs that cannot be appropriately supported in the
schools’ programme. After initial acceptance of a student, the school reserves the right to
deny re-enrolment if the students’ needs go beyond the scope of available services that are
provided in the school.

Students may be denied admission or asked to withdraw for any of the following reasons:

J Lack of academic preparation for an age appropriate year group.

J Insuficient knowledge of English.

J Disciplinary problems that lead to being placed on behaviour report and/or probation.

) Academic probation: lack of signiicant progress.

J Other reasons, which, in the opinion of the School Leadership Team, may be in the
best interest of the school and/or the students.
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AGE REQUIREMENTS

The minimum age for admission to the GES Junior School is three years old prior to the 1st
of September. The 1st of September is the cut-off date for placement in all year Groups at
GES. No exceptions will be considered.

Enrolment may be denied if the student’s age signiicantly exceeds the normal average age
for his/her year group placement. The Gulf English School is open to qualiied students of
all nationalities. Students will not be denied admission based upon race, colour, religion, or
ethnic background.

REGISTRATION FEE

A registration fee charged is for the first time registration of each child. Please refer to
the information regarding school fees, or contact the registrar if you have questions about
registration fees.

RE-REGISTRATION

Parents are asked to re-register their child in February of each year. This is to ensure
that their places at GES are reserved for the following academic year. This enables us to
determine the available places to students on our waiting list. Re-registration fees are
deducted from the irst term fees. Re-registration fees are also refundable by or before 10th
of June. Re-registration is electronic; hence it is highly important that your e-mail address
in our database is correct. If students are not re-registered by the deadline, the school may
charge them new registration fees.

GES gives priority to siblings enrolling into Pre-school and Reception only. Parents should

submit new applications using our online application in order to enrol children at GES.
Entrance assessments are usually held every February.
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WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL

Parents are requested to inform the school during the re-
registration process for the next year of their intent to
withdraw their son or daughter. If withdrawal is to occur
during the school year, written notiication of intent to
withdraw a student from GES should be given to the registrar
two weeks prior to the date of withdrawal.

BUS TRANSPORTATION

GES provides a bus service in Doha. Upon admission you will
be requested to ill in the bus form if you wish to apply for
the bus service. Buses run from the second day of the new
school year.

It is parents’ responsibility to bring their children to school
on theirst day of school. It is also important that parents talk
to their child about our bus safety rules, so as to ensure that
their child»s ride to and from school is safe.

BUS SAFETY RULES

1. Toremainin his/her seat and not to go from one seat to
another.

2.  Children should keep their seatbelt fastened.

3.  No eating or drinking on the bus.

4. Not to put their hands or heads out of the window.

5. Not to disturb the driver by making unnecessary noise.

6. Parents must make sure your child/children get to
school on time, please ensure he/she is ready for the
school bus and not late.

7. If your child is more than three minutes late, the bus
driver has instructions to leave, and parents will be
responsible for taking the student to school.
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The school year is divided up into three terms and the school calendar is created by The
Leadership Team and approved by the Supreme Education Council. The Leadership Team
creates the school calendar over a year in advance, including term dates as well as special
events at school.

We ask that special attention is paid to the school dates and that parents do not take their
children out of school during term time, as any absence will have a detrimental effect on
the child’s education. In addition to the work that goes on in the classroom, the school
organises a variety of events for learning outside of the classroom.

ASSEMBLIES

Each week, a different class is expected to lead an assembly which is based on the work
that is being done in class at the time, or has a theme for a particular issue of the week.
These assemblies promote school and international values and recognise the effort and
achievements of the students by awarding weekly trophies and certiicates to students and
classes who have made extra effort throughout the week. Parents of the children in the
assembly are always welcome to come and watch. Whilst parents are most welcome to join
us, we ask that they arrive promptly and make sure that mobile/cell phones are put in silent
mode, so as not to disturb the children»s performance.

PTA
At GES we value the home/school partnership and the support of the parents in our school

community and we have a PTA who strengthen these links. The PTA work with the school t
o host events or contribute to the activities and celebrations throughout the school year.
Each month/term, the PTA publish a newsletter to keep parents updated and this is
published on the school’s website. The PTA can be contacted at
pta@gulfenglishschool.com
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FUND-RAISING

There are a variety of fund-raiser events organised by the students across the school in co-
ordination with the student council in the Junior School. The activities involve all students
in the school and help raise money for school-based, local or international causes.

WORLD BOOK DAY

In March each year, the school takes part in the World Book Day. This is an opportunity
for all the students to participate in a celebration of reading. Events are organised for all
students to participate and share in this world-wide celebration of reading.

SPORTS DAY

Sports Day is a whole-school event in which pupils have the opportunity to showcase their
athletic talent and development through sports participation and competition in different
key stages. The event is usually held at Gharaffa Sports Stadium, where all children take
part in a full range of track and ield events. There are also novelty events and physical
challenges that add excitement and interest to the day. For some children, participation
contributes significantly to their competitive endeavours and allows them to reach and set
new goals. For others, the camaraderie and atmosphere provide a sense of enjoyment that
many children remember for the rest of their lives.

Participation in Sports Day is a compulsory part of the Physical Education Curriculum.
Additionally, experience of competition, team-work, and overcoming a personal challenge
are all essential developmental processes for young people; pupils beneit from such
experiences when they participate in Sports Day. Alongside this, pupils have the opportunity
to measure their performance against their previous achievements and that of their peers;
this helps them to appreciate their current skill and itness levels, which in turn helps them
to work more meaningfully during Physical Education lessons. Children also beneit from the
reward systems used at Sports Day, which offers them the opportunity to earn house-points
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or merits for themselves, their house, their class or their form. Annual prizes can often be
determined by the points earned at Sports Day and all children, regardless of ability, can
beneit greatly from participation in the event.

Track events — 100m sprint, 200m and 400m run, 100m relay and 60m hurdles.
Field events — long jump, high jump, javelin, shot putt. Novelty events — obstacle relay, bat

and ball balance, sack race, bean-bag throw.

Points are awarded to the children for attendance at Sports Day, participation in events,
being placed in events and for conduct and team support.

Children will normally arrive at school at the usual time, from where they are transported
or escorted to the stadium. At the conclusion of the day’s events, children are returned to
school for collection.

The event is run by the PE Department and all members of the GES staff are required to
facilitate the day. Class teachers are required to chaperone their pupils to all of the events
and keep a record of participation. All other staff members are required to take on an event
management role such as starter, timer or umpire.

WEEK WITHOUT WALLS

Each year the school has a week where the students are actively involved in activities
outside of the normal curriculum. This gives all students the opportunity to experience
other areas of learning both in Qatar and even outside of the country. A full programme of
events is organised for the students in each year to participate in.
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INTERNATIONAL WEEK

International week is a real highlight on our school calendar as pupils learn about various
countries all over the world. They share food and dress up in the traditional clothes of the
country they are studying. We celebrate at the end with a huge parade and photo session,
which is well supported by our parents.

OVERSEAS JUNIOR TRIPS

The overseas activity trips for year 6 and 7 students are an annual event. The students take
part in a range of outdoor activities including climbing, archery, canoeing, raft building and
abseiling. There is an emphasis on building self-conidence within each individual child as
well as working as part of a team. The trip usually lasts for one week and takes place during
our Week Without Walls programme.

The school ensures that one teacher will accompany every seven students who attend this
trip. Furthermore, an Arabic teacher will also attend to ensure that Islamic traditions and
customs are followed by the children.

Students are selected to be a part of this trip based on their attitude towards GES' values.
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S C H O O L BOOK FAIRS/MAGAZINE

Book Fairs are arranged during each term, where pupils are
able to purchase books of their own choice. In Terms 1 and 2
the students are given a book club magazine and are able to
order age appropriate books from the UK.

YEAR 6 GRADUATION

The Graduation ceremony for our year 6 pupils during the
penultimate weeks of the school year is a celebration of the
time that the students have been in the Primary School,
culminating in a retrospection of their time in year 6. Awards
are presented and each student receives a graduation
certiicate.

SPRING CARNIVAL

The Spring Carnival is one of the largest events of the Junior
School year. Teachers, volunteer parents and students
organise activities and games, it takes place on a Friday in
February every year. Pupils are given the opportunity to run
their own stalls and enjoy a fun-filled family day.

JUNIOR STUDENT HANDBOOK 23




24



GULF ENGLISH SCHOOL
CURRICULUM

OVERVIEW

The GES Junior Key Stage Two curriculum encompasses the core subjects of English, Mathematics,
Arabic, Islamic Studies, Qatar History, Science, History, Geography, ICT, Physical Education, Art
and Music. We also offer students Arabic as a Second language, and French in Year 6.

All students follow a core programme of English and Maths with their class teacher that is fully
aligned to the UK National Curriculum, with the Science, History, Geography and Information
Technology (Computing) being further enhanced through the International Primary Curriculum.
Class teachers also deliver a fully comprehensive programme of Personal, Social and Health
Education (PSHE) with in the class teaching timetable. Specialist teachers deliver the curriculum
to all classes for Art, Music and Physical Education. Our Arabic and Muslim students receive an
approved curriculum for Arabic, Islamic Studies and Qatar History. A monthly overview of the
work your child will be covering is sent home so that you can discuss with your child the subjects
and topics they will cover at school. In addition, a weekly update with information about what
is being studied in each lesson is sent out to parents via the parent portal each week so parents
are aware of what is being taught in each subject for each week.

THE IMPORTANCE OF ENGLISH

At the Gulf English School, we place a high value on the quality of English that is used and
learned in school. We provide a curriculum that meets the needs of all our students; whether
they speak English as their primary language or are learning it as an additional language. Our
English teaching programme of study aims to ensure that all the essentials of English Language
learning are secure for all our students. This includes reading, writing, speaking and listening,
phonics, spelling, grammar, punctuation and handwriting. Speaking and listening is integrated
into every aspect of school life and is an essential part of ensuring that our students develop
a strong command of English while at school. Our children are always encouraged to speak in
English and they also have many other opportunities to perform to a wider audience, which
also encourages their listening skills.
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A very important part of English teaching at GES is reading. Each child has an individual
reading book which is at their level of reading ability. The children read these books in
school with a teacher or teaching assistant during their regular reading sessions and we
expect them to read at home every day in order to practise their reading skills and their
understanding of their reading. Parents are asked to sign the reading diary every week in
order to be part of the development of each child's reading ability. Each week, pupils are
given books matched to their reading level and are expected to read the books at home
then return them the following week. Please encourage your child to read aloud at home
every day and discuss the texts they read. We expect the pupils to take responsibility for
taking care of the books and for returning them on time. It is the policy of The Gulf English
School to charge QR300 per lost or damaged book and subsequently, reports will not be
issued if there are outstanding fines.

LIBRARY

Classes in the junior school are timetabled to visit the library once per week for a lesson.
The library is also open during specified break times for additional borrowing and quiet
reading.

Literacy is the principal target of the Junior School library. The comprehensive and
appropriate collection includes popular fiction titles for young readers, fascinating non-
fiction texts, eBooks, colourful picture books, and modern graphic novels.

Lessons have three parts: an activity, book borrowing, and reading. The activities have a
different theme each term:

o Term 1: Organising Information and Searching

) Term 2: Reading Stories to an Audience

J Term 3: The History and Future of Books
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Book Borrowing: Students borrow books using an account assigned to their admin number.
Please note that it is the policy of the school to charge 500 QAR per lost or damaged book
and subsequently, reports will not be issued until the outstanding balance is settled.

The library catalogue is available online: https:/gulfenglishschool.follettdestiny.com/

Remote access to a large selection of eBooks is also provided:

How to login and access the Tumble Book Library:
¢ Visit gulfenglishschool.follettdestiny.com on your computer or device.
Login: e User Name: studentl

e Password: studentl

e Select:GES Primary

e Choose:Tumble Books Library

Access to this resource is provided via the Qatar National Library.

MATHS

At the Gulf English School we follow the UK National Curriculum for Mathematics. This
covers the essential mathematical skills areas of: number skills, problem solving, shape,
measures, time and handling data. Our aim is to raise mathematical standards for all our
students and personalise learning so that all our children can achieve their full potential. It
is important that all children develop knowledge of number facts, develop basic skills for
shape and measures and be able to solve problems.

We strongly emphasise a need for every student to memorise the multiplication tables up

to 12 x 12. This will allow mental calculations to be answered quickly and also supports the
understanding of other areas of Mathematics through KS2 and into the Secondary school.
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SCIENCE

Science is also a core subject in the UK National Curriculum. Our Science programme
uses the IPC units to deliver exciting and engaging Science lessons that are fully aligned
to the UK National Curriculum Programmes of Study. The fundamental skills, knowledge
and concepts of the subject are divided into four main areas of learning, these being:
scientiic investigations, life and living processes, materials and their properties, and physical
processes.

Through careful planning and assessment, we ensure that the scientiic skills and knowledge
of our Key Stage 2 students will be developed and consolidated.

The children are at the centre of a stimulating environment where practical activities are
meaningful and challenging. We use investigations to give children a greater understanding
of the concepts of science and to develop their investigative skills. Teachers focus on
introducing students to, and extending their use of, scientiic vocabulary to enable them to
become effective communicators of scientiic concepts, knowledge and processes.

INTERNATIONAL PRIMARY CURRICULUM (IPC)

At The Gulf English School we deliver the UK National Curriculum programmes of study
for Science, History, Geography and ICT by teaching units from The International Primary
Curriculum. This allows us to teach in a thematic way that makes strong links between these
curriculum subjects. The IPC is used in schools all over the world. Currently this includes
nearly 1,800 national and international schools in over 90 countries.

Learning with the International Primary Curriculum means that children focus on a
combination of academic, personal andinternational learning thatis excitingand challenging.
The aim of the IPC is to help every child enjoy the learning of a wide range of subjects and to
develop an enquiring mind, the personal attributes that will help throughout teenage and
adult years, and to develop a sense of his or her own nationality and culture, at the same
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time developing a profound respect for the nationalities and cultures of others. Through
the IPC approach to learning, children develop the knowledge, skills and understanding
necessary to confidently face the world of tomorrow.

For more information about the IPC, please visit www.greatlearning.com/ipc

ICT

The Gulf English School recognises the importance of technology in the modern world. To
assist the progression of our students in this environment, the Junior School ICT studio is
equipped with computers to ensure that children can work both collectively and individually
on tasks.

All Junior School classes are timetabled to use the ICT room for one hour each week. The
students will develop an understanding of the many ways in which we can use technology
and learn key skills which are built on as they progress through the school. We also have a
selection of the latest software packages to provide stimulating activities for our students
whilst they practise newly learned skills.

The Gulf English School offers the latest classroom technology with interactive whiteboards.
iPads and laptops are also available for class teachers to book and use to support the
learning in the classroom. This equipment enables students to participate actively in all
subject areas and is particularly helpful to students learning English as a second language.
In addition, students also have access to iPads as part of the school’'s commitment to
integrating digital learning into the classroom. Class teachers will use the iPads for a variety
of learning experiences across the curriculum in order to provide further ways for students
to engage with their learning.
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SPECIALIST PROGRAMMES

Music, Art and PE are taught by specialist teachers, in resource rich environments, which
includes an art room, an outdoor pool, a fully resourced sports hall and a music room.
Non-Arabic speaking students are also taught Arabic as a Second Language. In addition to
this. French is offered to some students in year 6 who would beneit from learning a third
language in Key Stage 2.

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES

English as an Additional Language (EAL)

The overall aim of EAL at GES is to support each student in reaching their personal best.
Students are supported in developing a high level of both academic and social English that
enables them to communicate effectively in all aspects of their daily lives.

EAL at GES is an integral part of everything we teach and how we teach it. English is the
language of delivery for every subject with the exception of Arabic, Islamic and Qatar History.
Some of our staff, including the EAL Co-ordinator, have completed a course that qualifies
them to train colleagues in delivering exceptional, EAL centred, mainstream subject lessons
across the curriculum. Joining staff and many TAs complete the course within their second
term at GES. As such, all GES staff are all trained in delivering lessons with EAL strategies at
the centre of their methodology that allow each individual student to reach their personal
best.

The EAL Co-ordinator works alongside all members of the GES community and supports
them in providing effective teaching that best its the needs of their students. Specialist EAL
withdrawal lessons are provided in Key Stage Two in order to provide an educational boost
for students who are on the borderline of level boundaries. If students join as complete
beginners to the English Language in Key Stage Two or above, they are given priority support.
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The EAL Co-ordinator has created an external EAL website, which can be accessed by the
entire GES community, to provide support, articles, links to websites, recommended reading
for teachers, work-packs that can be downloaded and a variety of other useful materials.
The site address is: www.ealatges.wix.com/eal-at-ges. Current staff are provided with a
password to access the <teacher only> page. EAL information and support is also available
as part of the GES Firefly online curriculum.

LEARNING SUPPORT

In line with our vision statement, we support our students in any area of need helping them
to reach their personal best. The school has qualified Learning Support teachers in the
Infant, Junior and Secondary sections of the school as well as Learning Support assistants to
support the teachers and students in the Infants and Junior school. Students are supported
both in the classroom and are also withdrawn, either on a one-to-one basis or as small
groups. Areas of particular focus for learning support are fine and gross motor skills (mainly
Infants), essential basic skills related to English and Maths improvement, and improving a
student>s ability to learn independently. All supported students are tracked for progress
and have Individual Education Plans that allow parents and teachers to work closely in
monitoring the progress each child makes.

A dedicated teacher works with the year group teams in order to support the learning
of those students who are in need of additional learning support with the aim of them
being able to reach the expected levels for a particular year group. Regular update meetings
are held to inform parents of the progress of their child and to determine the appropriate
period a student will need learning support at the school.
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COUNSELLOR

Our qualified school counsellor is uniquely trained to assist with child development,
self-management, social skills and trauma intervention. Through our emotional support
we promote success for the diverse range of students here at the Gulf English School. We
strive to implement a comprehensive school counselling programme that provides both
preventative and crisis intervention in both individual and group settings.

Our interventions teach self-awareness, positive attitudes, social skills and resilience.
These are skills that contribute to the academic and social/emotional development, which
serve as the foundation for the future success of our students.

Our counsellor works collaboratively with parents and teachers to develop and implement
strategies to support our student’s in removing barriers to learning and developing skills
and behaviours critical for their successful as our future leaders.

The counsellor strives to ensure a safe, culturally appropri

RETENTION

Retention in a particular year group is a recommendation made by teachers and the
leadership team working with the parents and student. Retention may be recommended
for a variety of reasons, including academic, developmental readiness and behaviour.
Retention decisions are made in conjunction with the parents. All factors are considered
during the decision process.
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ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING PARENT MEETINGS

Parent meetings are held during the first term and after each S H O O L
Term 1 and Term 2 reports. During these meetings, teachers
report on student progress in each subject, highlighting
areas of strength as well as areas in need of improvement.
In the case of students of concern, prior communication
with parents will have taken place in the weeks ahead of
the parents» meeting. Additional meetings that may require
Learning Support and counsellor involvement may be
scheduled on alternative days before or after parent-teacher
conference days and throughout the year.

THREE WAY CONFERENCES

Our three-way conferences involve the active involvement
of the student in sharing his/her learning with their parents
and teacher. This conference is referred to as <three-way>
rather than «student led», as it involves participation by
the teacher and the parents. It is expected that students
share their individual goals and accomplishments as well
as showcase their exercise books to share samples of their
work, highlighting the development in their learning.
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STAR testing

The STAR English and Mathematics tests are administered to students from year 2 to

9 eachterm. These are digital tests taken on-line which allow for immediate

feedback to teachers, detailing the areas of strength and weakness in the functional skills of
English and Maths for each student.

The results are used to:

J Identify the skills and concepts individual students have
learned.

J Diagnose instructional needs.

) Monitor academic growth.

J Place new students into appropriate learning programmes.

Students receive their reports at the end of each digital testing period. Students who are
working on a modified programme or receiving learning support will receive separate
reports in addition to their termly progress report.

Levels
At GES we use the national Curriculum levelling system to grade our students. Students are
expected to achieve at least 50% to progress to the next year group.

Students who fail to achieve the minimum required levels may be placed on academic

probation and asked to repeat the year should they fail to achieve the expected levels by
the end of the Academic Year.
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THE

Academic Probation Procedures

At the end of each term, the Leadership Team will review GULF ENGLISH

the academic performance of all primary school students.

Students who are not meeting their targets and are achieving S C H O O L
below expected levels, will be placed on

academic probation. The objective of academic probation is
to ensure that the school works collaboratively with parents,
teachers and students to provide the needed assistance for
the student to improve his or her academic performance in
order to achieve the minimum levels required for the year

group.

When students are placed on academic probation, a
parent conference will be held to discuss conditions of the
probation.

The following will be discussed with the parents:

e  The probation contract will highlight the required
minimum levels expected.

e As a condition of the academic probation, parents
may be requested to agree to appropriate additional
support in school for their child as well as educational
or psychological testing. These additional services are
charged an additional fee that is clearly discussed with
parents.

e Thefull results of any testing conducted as a stipulation
of the academic probation must be shared with the
school.

. Parents who refuse to meet the requirements of the
academic probation, within a reasonable amount of
time, will be in violation of the academic probation and
this may affect the child’s continued enrolment at GES.
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The student’s progress will be reviewed on a regular basis to determine if there has been
sufficient academic progress in order to be removed from the academic probation. Students
who are able to meet the minimum required National Curriculum levels for the year group

will be removed from academic probation.

The re-enrolment of those students who fail to meet the minimum required levels and who
make minimal progress despite the additional support, may result in a decision to either
extend the Academic Probation for a limited period, retain the student or to not offer the
student a class placement at GES the following year. This decision will be made on case by
case basis and the final decision rests solely with the leadership team. These decisions will
be based on the students’ report, assessment, STAR testing results, educational

psychological testing, classroom observation, parent input and teacher’s feedback.
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BEHAVIOUR EXPECTATIONS AT THE JUNIOR SCHOOL

BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT POLICY/MATRIX

At GES we promote positive behaviour by celebrating the good work and good behaviour
of our students; in effect we try to ‘catch them being good’. We believe that focusing on
the positive behaviour of our students will have a major impact on all those in the school
community and will encourage those whose behaviour is not meeting expectations to make
a positive change.

We reward students who attend school every day for a whole term, with a 100%
attendance certiicate.

We reward hard work, effort and behaviour with house points and when enough house
points have been collected there are bronze, silver, gold and platinum certiicates.

Students who work hard and behave well, all of the time, will be rewarded by spending a
break time with the Head of Primary and getting a treat. Stickers are given to students who
are seen being kind, caring or thoughtful at break times and around school. At the end of
each week we have «Golden Time>. During Golden Time, students who have behaved well
during the week will be able to choose an activity to do as a reward for working hard all
week. The following is the behaviour chart that is displayed in English and in Arabic in all
KS2 classrooms.

The Junior school behaviour policy is available for parents to read on the school portal.
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Privilege Card
Receive a privilege
card by displaying
outstanding
behaviour or by
staying green for 10
consecutive days.

When a student
receives a privilege
card they will also

receive a sticker
which will go into

their diary and 2

house point. Student
can swap their
privilege sticker for
prizes at the reward
shop. At the end of
each term a school
trip will be organized
for the top privilege
students.

Green Card
Receive a green card
at the beginning
of each day. Stay
green by following
the schools ‘Golden
Rules .

When a student has
been green all day
they will receive a
‘good to be green'

stamp on their
classroom chart and
one house point.

The class who have
been the greenest

that week will
be announced in
assembly.

Yellow Card
Receive a yellow
card after your
teacher has given
you a reminder. You
will be moved within
the class. If you are
late you will be given
a yellow card.

If a student has been
given a reminder
about their
behaviour choice
and has chosen
to break the
classroom rules then
a yelow card will be
visibly changed onto
their display and
recorded as a stamp
on their behaviour
chart. They will be
asked to sit alone
in the class to
concentrate.
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Red Card
Receive a red card
after choosing to

continue to display
poor behaviour. You

will be sent to the
YGL for time out.
Parents emailed and
10 minutes break
time lost. 3 red
cards = black card.

If a student has been
given a yellow card
and has chosen to

break the classroom

rules again then
a red card will be
visibly changed onto
their display and
recorded as a stamp
on their behaviour
chart. The parents
will be informed via
email, 10 minutes
break time lost.

3 red cards result in

missed golden time.

GOOD TO BE GREEN BEHAVIOUR SYSTEM

Black Card
Receive a black card
after choosing to
continue your poor
behaviour. You will
miss your Golden
Time, spoken to by
the JLT and a phone
call home.

If a student has been
given a red card
and has chosen to
break the classroom
rules again then a
black card will be
visibly changed onto
their display and
recorded as a stamp
on their behaviour
chart. The parents
will be informed
via telephone and
they will miss their
golden time.
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BEHAVIOUR PROBATION PROCEDURES

At GES we expect exceptionally good behaviour. If a student violates the codes of behaviour
he/she will be put on behaviour probation for a term/full academic year. During this time
behaviour modification programmes will be put in place and regular meetings will be held
with the student and his/her parents to monitor progress and keep everyone involved in
the process informed. If a student does not improve after every possible means has been
exhausted he/she may be asked to leave the school.

INTERNATIONAL GOLDEN TIME

At GES we like to focus on the positive things that students do, as much as possible. As
a weekly reward to our students for their effort and behaviour the Junior School has
International Golden Time every Thursday during period 6. There are a variety of activities
provided by the staff which are aimed at being fun and enjoyable. The students choose
their activity each week and, providing they have not had 3 red cards in one week, they are
able to participate in their activity.

PLAYGROUND RULES

The playground is divided into a quiet area, an eating area and areas where ball games may
be played or students can have fun on the playground equipment. There are always staff
members on duty to see to the safety and welfare of our students.
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Extra-Curricular Activities at GES provide children with an opportunity to make choices and
to pursue a variety of their interests not normally found in an academic day and to try
new activities or build upon existing skills. ECA’s are an enriching and enjoyable experience
for both pupils and teachers, who also have the opportunity to choose what they teach.
All pupils are expected to participate in ECA’s including sporting, recreational, leisure and
educational activities however it is not compulsory. Students can choose new activities at
the start of each half term.

SPORTS PROGRAMME

Extra-curricular and Enrichment Activities

The Physical Education Department provides extra-curricular (ECA) and enrichment activities
for all GES pupils. These include break-time team practises, after-school

clubs and enrichment activities in the designated curriculum slots.
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The enrichment provision is not exclusive to P.E. and a number of academic, creative and
social opportunities are provided by other departments. The Physical Education Department
contributes to this provision, offering girls fencing, boys shooting, girls and boys basketball
and football, girls and boys horse riding, boys scuba diving and water itness training, and
girls netball.

In addition to the activities provided, led and supervised by the Physical Education
Department, pupils are permitted access to facilities and equipment to undertake
independent exercise and sport at certain times. Recreational physical activity and sport
is encouraged and children are supported to take responsibility for their own health and
wellness as early as possible. They are also supported to become exercise leaders and to
organise games, tournaments and itness training activities.

School Olympic Program

The Gulf English School participates in the School Olympic Program (SOP) from Year 3
through to Year 13 with both boys and girls. However, eligibility to participate is based on
age, irrespective of the year/grade in which the student currently studies.

Aspire Multi-Sports Skills Centre

GES pupils that are part of the Aspire Academy Multi-Skills Centre also take partin the Aspire
Inter-Centre competitions, which take place five or six times throughout the academic year.
These competitions are held at the Aspire Dome and are open to parents, friends and family
to attend.

The school does not provide bus service for students enrolled in the after-school activities.
Parents are expected to collect their children promptly at 15:00. Two late pick-ups will result
in the student’s suspension from after school activities programme for the rest of the term.
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FEE-BASED ACTIVITIES

Every year the Junior School runs several fee-based after school activities that are
administrated by community members/ institutions using the school facilities or external
facilities. This information will be provided to parents by the school.

BOOSTER GROUPS
Students are offered after school booster in order to provide further guidance and support
to help them achieve the expected levels for each year group.

We offer booster classes for the following skills areas:

J Reading comprehension
J Writing
J Mathematics

Those classes are offered in 4 week blocks nearer to the Term Three final assessments.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

SCHOOL DAY

Our school week is from Sunday to Thursday. The school day starts at 7.30 a.m. and pupils
will be marked late if they arrive after 7.45 a.m. Our school day ends at 2.00 p.m. If a
student takes part in an additional support session or extra-curricular activity (ECA), the
finishing time will be later.we ask that parents fetch the pupils on time. Failure to comply
with pick-up times will result in the school requesting that your child does not continue to
attend an additional after school activity.

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL

When pupils arrive in the morning they will line up at 7.30 a.m. in designated areas for the
year groups and will be accompanied to their classes by their teachers. At the end of the
day pupils will line up with their teachers and parents /nannies or drivers may fetch the
children from the teacher. Staff duties start at 7.10 a.m. in the morning and children should
not arrive earlier than this time as no member of staff will be on duty. If your child needs to
arrive earlier than 7.10 a.m. parents must inform the school of the reason for this and to be
aware of the official school duty start time.

CHANGE IN PICK-UP PLANS

If there is a change of plan to your child’s pick-up arrangement, please let your child and
your child’s teacher know, prior to the beginning of the school day. Emailing the teacher
during the day is the second option.

TUESDAYS

On a Tuesday, school finished at 1.10 p.m. for the students. All staff members are required
to attend training sessions. These sessions start at 12.45 p.m. We request that parents
please pick students up on time so that teachers can be on time for their training.
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ABSENCES/ATTENDANCE

At the Gulf English School we expect pupils to have a minimum of 90% attendance. This
equates to 16 full days absence. Medical absences are included in these 16 days and there
will be no authorised absences.

ID / SECURITY

All students and staff have identity badges and these must be worn when in school. Anyone
wishing to move between secondary and junior sites will have to show the ID card to be
allowed access. Anyone collecting a student from the primary school will only be allowed
to do so with an ID provided by the school. All gates will be locked between 7.10am and
1.50pm and only those with valid ID and appointments will be allowed onto school grounds.
All visitors will be accompanied by security to the reception areas in each school and will be
met there. Parents are requested to refrain from taking their children out of school before
the end of the school day. If medical appointments are to be made, please try to arrange
these after school hours. Early checkout will be counted as an absence. If students need to
be collected by someone other than their parents, then parents should email the school to
give permission. Students must be collected by a known adult who has the school ID, and
they must be signed out and then have the sign out form stamped at the main reception.

HOMEWORK

Every student is given set homework tasks to complete. At GES we use a variety of Online
Learning platforms to encourage engagement by our pupils. Our Virtual Learning platform
is call Firefly and parents and pupils will receive log in details to access this learning space.
All homework and additional resources are posted in your class VLE so families are
encouraged to access their account each day.
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CANCELLATION OF SCHOOL
If the school is cancelled for any reason, every effort will be made to contact families as
soon as possible.

DRESS CODE

Students should appear neat and clean when they arrive at school each morning. Students
are expected to wear school uniform at all times. This includes wearing all black shoes
with white, black or navy socks for boys and girls. Girls are permitted to wear black, navy
or white headbands. Jewellery (except small stud earrings and watches), make-up and nail
varnish are not permitted. Girls are permitted to wear plain, undecorated black, navy or
white shaylas, abayas are not allowed to be worn in school. Only school sweaters with the
logo are allowed to be worn inside the school, non-school jackets or sweaters must be
removed when students enter the building. PE uniform should only be worn when they
have PE classes and for health and safety reasons, girls are requested to tie their hair back
on the days they have PE. Football boots with studs or blades are not permitted.

LOST AND FOUND
There is a lost property box in the foyer where lunch boxes, shoes, and items of clothing are
kept for pupils to retrieve their possessions.

CANTEEN

The Gulf English School has an on-site canteen open throughout the school day to allow
children and staff to purchase food and drink. Students are able to purchase food and drink
directly from the canteen during both break times.

Please help us by ensuring that your child is sent to school with the correct change for
purchasing their food and drink from the canteen.
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THE
SCHOOL SUPPLIES-TEXTBOOKS/EXERCISE BOOKS/

HOMEWORK DIARIES GULF ENGLISH

Each student will be supplied with the necessary stationery.

However, if a student loses his/her Homework diary a new one S H O O L
will have to be purchased from the main ofice at a cost of 80 Qa-
tari Riyals. Toys and mobile phones are not permitted at school.
In the event of these items being found on the person, they will
be coniscated and handed back at the end of the day.

CLASSROOM PARTIES
Classroom parties are not permitted at the Junior section of the
School except on the final day at the end of the year.

Birthday & Celebrations

While we understand at GES that birthdays are a special day in
child’s life, we encourage parents to celebrate the birthday of
their child out of school hours. This policy applies to all students
and is to keep fairness and excellence.

Rationale:

¢ Celebrations promote unnecessary competition between the
parents or children

e Celebrations are time consuming, the time which can further
be used productively for learning, which is what the school is
meant for.

¢ In the name of celebration, parents often send unhealthy food
items like cakes, chocolates, muffins or any junk food which is
also not aligned with our school food policy.

Birthdays are not celebrated at the Gulf English School. Please
make sure that junk food, cakes etc. are not brought in school
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either by yourself or your child.

FIELD TRIPS
Educational ield trips are encouraged for student in all grades. GES will inform parents of any ield
trips and any associated costs.

YEARBOOK

The yearbook is published each year and is available for all students to purchase. The yearbook
contains photos of students and various activities school-wide that have taken place during the
course of the year. Order information is sent home to all students. The yearbook is delivered by
the end of the year.

The youngest sibling in each family receives a free copy of the yearbook which is handed out
along with the end of year report.
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HEALTH AND IMMUNISATION

HEALTH

The main purpose of the school health programme is to maintain, improve and promote
the well-being of the school age child. Parents have the primary responsibility for the health
of their children.

The Gulf English School wants to have our students as healthy and active as possible. We
encourage our students to take in a healthy diet full of fruits and vegetables as well as
healthy lean proteins and wholesome grains. Water is also very important. All students
should have a water bottle with them during school hours.

Rest is a very important part of every child’s health, young students between 9 - 3 years.
should be getting at least 12 - 10 hours of sleep per night, those 10 years & older should be
receiving 10 - 8 hours of sleep per night.

Exercise is another important key to good health; children should be getting at least 1 hour
of exercise per day.

It may be a part of organised sports or just a walk/run around the yard, it all counts as
exercise.

A well rounded lifestyle makes for a well-rounded student who is ready to take on the daily
challenges of school life.

Please note that the school does not permit food items to be brought into the classrooms
such as fast food, birthday cakes, or junk food. The leadership team will, however, grant
special permission for selected calendar dates such as International Day. Also be aware that
our school has a nut free policy, this means all nuts, and foods containing nuts, must not be
brought to school; this includes Nutella which is a nut based product.
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ILLNESS OR INJURY AT SCHOOL

The Gulf English School has three full-time nurses covering all three campuses to assist
students and staff with their health needs. Our nurses evaluate students for illness (chronic/
acute), educate on health and safety, and administer first aid and emergency care. Many of
our staff members are also trained in CPR and first aid.

If your child becomes ill or injured while at school they will be assessed at the clinic and
parents will be notiied if necessary. In the event of a serious emergency, an ambulance
maybe summoned at the discretion of the nursing staff. Every attempt will be made to
contact a parent/guardian prior to the ambulance arrival.

Please be advised that students will only be allowed to leave the school due to iliness if they
have been assessed by the nurse and it is deemed necessary. All medical appointments
are to be arranged outside school hours, if this is not possible, appointment cards must be
provided before your child will be allowed to leave the school. Medical checks are done on
all students on a yearly basis. This includes: vision test, height, weight, examination of feet
and spine.

Medical records of your child are kept in the school with strict conidentiality, however
teaching staff are made aware of any health issues your child may have, such as diabetes
and allergies.

Medical forms are required to be completed yearly even if there are no changes in your
child’s health. Please be sure to fill in the form carefully ensuring all questions are answered.
We also require a copy of your child’s up to date vaccination record to be kept with their
medical file. The more we know about your child’s health, the better we can assist them
with their health needs.
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COMMUNICABLE DISEASES
Periodical random checks are completed on all students in the school for lice. If your child
has been found to have living lice in their hair, parents will be notified and the child will be
removed from the classroom. Parents have the option of taking their child home and having
their hair treated immediately.

If the student stays at school they will be kept in a supervised area away from all other
students until all live lice are gone. A letter will be sent home with the student and treatment
must be completed and the letter signed and brought back to school. Students will be
checked before they return into the classroom and weekly assessments will be completed
until their hair is completely clean of nits (eggs).

In the event your child becomes ill with a communicable disease such as chicken pox/
measles/mumps etc. please notify the clinic as soon as possible and follow the direction
of your doctor’s advice for absence required or contact the clinic for further information.
Students who are ill are not to attend school, if your child has fever, diarrhoea, vomiting
or severe cold symptoms they are not to come to school until symptoms are improved. All
these illnesses are very contagious and if your child attends school even for a few hours
they will make everyone else in their classroom sick. Any student with these symptoms
whilst at school will be taken from the classroom and be sent home immediately. In the
event they have an exam they can write their exam on their return to school.

MEDICATION

No medication shall be administered without express written parental permission.

Medication being brought into the school must be kept in the clinicand administered by the
nurse. However, some older students may be able to self-administer their own medication
such as Ventolin inhalers, but the nurse must be made aware of them taking medication
per self.

If your child needs to be given medication, clear instructions must be provided including
student’s full name, classroom, dosage and time to be taken.
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SAFETY AND EMERGENCY

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
Each year, in the event that families would have to be notified for emergency reasons, the
school establishes and maintains updated emergency contacts.

EMERGENCY DRILLS

Emergency drills are conducted on a regular basis. Safe exit procedures are posted in each
classroom and throughout the school. Teachers and students regularly practise the safe
exiting procedures when the alarm is sounded.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER

Please make changes on the Parent Portal. Each family is given a user name and password in
order to log-on. If you are unable to make these changes on the Parent Portal please notify
the school registrar.

SECURITY
There is 24 hour security presence and coverage at the school. The premises are monitored
electronically.
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COMMUNICATION RESOURCES

PARENT COMMUNICATION

Al-Sedra, our school newsletter, is published online and on the Parent Portal weekly and
provides information pertaining to special events, notice of calendar changes and general
information important to our families.

If parents would like to discuss their child’s progress they can make an appointment with
the teacher directly through via e-mail.

STUDENT PORTAL

Teachers at GES are required to send information about their classes and individuals in their
classes on the school portal. This includes the weekly learning update, the monthly learning
overview, homework, records of any behaviour incidents, newsletters, timetables and any
additional information that parents need to read.

PARENT PORTAL

Parents are required to access the portal on a regular basis as the school and teachers will
be posting information about learning, behaviour, homework, trips, parent meetings and
other important information.

STUDENT COUNCIL

At the beginning of the year the pupils in each class have the opportunity to vote for one of
their peerstorepresentthe class. These elected students take on the role as a representative.
They can be seen wearing special badges which makes them easily recognisable. The student
council works closely together to come up with different ideas on how to make the school
better. During PSHE lessons the students their ideas with the council representatives which
are then presented in the weekly meetings. When decisions have been made the student
council feed back to their year groups.
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PREFECTS

Prefects play animportant partin the life of the primary school. They complete an application
process, which includes a letter of application and an interview during term 2 and 3 of year
5. The new prefects are announced at the year 6 graduation ceremony and they take up
their positions at the start of their time in year 6.

Prefects work closely with teachers to help encourage good behaviour, welcome new
students and visitors to the school and act as excellent role models for the other students,
with their behaviour, dress and attendance. In addition to these duties the Head Boy and
Head Girl help with parent meetings and three-way conferences.

There are 20 prefects, including the Head Boy and Head Girl, each linked to a class.

ACCEPTABLE USE OF TECHNOLOGY (PLEASE READ POLICY)

Mobile phones and tablets are not allowed at school. In the event of a pupil bringing these
in, the phone or tablet will be coniscated and handed back at the end of the day. If this
problem recurs, confiscated items will be kept until the end of the week.

ACCEPTABLE USE OF TECHNOLOGY

Information and interactions available through the school network and the internet have
become a vital part of the education process. The Gulf English School is committed to
providing safe access to computers, network services, and the Internet.

EXPECTATIONS
Users are expected to make appropriate choices when using the school’s technology
resources, just as they are anywhere on the school premises.

Appropriate behaviour should also extend beyond our premises.
Inappropriate use of electronic communications at home can have a negative impact on

the school climate. Parents have a responsibility to monitor student computer use at home,
and students have a responsibility to report problems.
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